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Hon. M. F. TROY: May I respectfully
suggest that the Minister must table all the
documents that he used.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense!

Mr, SPEAKER: If the Minister quoted
from the sources indicated, he must table the
documents. That is my decision.

Hon. M, F, TROY: Surely the Minister
is not ashamed to do that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
must cease.

This discussion

House adjourned at 9.1 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL, NORTH-EAST
PROVINCE,

Seat declared vacant.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. P.
Baxter—East) [4.33]: T move—

That this House resolves that owing te
the death of the Hon. TFrederick Wiliam
Allsop, late member for the North-East Pro-
vince, the seat be declared vacant.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF AEBSENCE,

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Nathan,
leave of absence granted to Hon, J, M, Mac-
farlane (Metropolitan-Suburban) for six
consecutive sittings of the House on the
ground of urgent private bosiness.

T6L

MOTION—MINES REGULATION ACT.
To disallow Regulations.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the previous day of the debate ou
ite following motion by Hon. J. Nicholsen:
That the additions and amendments to Regn-
lations under the Mines Regulation Aet,
1906, published in the “Government Gazette”
on 2rth May, 1932, and numbered 1529/17
and 101030, and [md on the Tahle of the
House on 16th August, 1932, bhe and are
herehy disallowed.

On motion by Hon. H. J. Yelland, debate
adjourned,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Twelfth Day.
Ilcbate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H HARRIS (North-East)
{4.36]: Beforc addressing a few words to
the motion I desire cordially to endorse the
expressions of other hon, members in con-
gratulating you, Sir, on continuing to pre-
side over the debates in this Chamber. Also
[ welcome the new members, If Messrs. Bol-
ton, Moore, Clydesdale and Piesse, none of
whom is present just now, attend to their
duties and prove to be as eager to put a spot-
light on to any legislation brought forward as
were their predecessors, the late Mr. Love-
kin, Sir William Lathlain, and Messrs.
Kempton and Glasheen, we shall be able
to say of them that they have not neglected
their daties. One of our new members burst
into song in the first speech he made, de-
claring that we could dispense with Par-
liament and this Chamber and delegate the
duties and responsibilities to seven business
men.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Would he be one
of them?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: From his remarks
I presume he would be. He seriously put
forward that proposition, but I suggest that
when he was on the hustings he did not
make that an important plank of his plat-
form, he did not ask the electors to send
him to Parliament in order to have Par-
liament abolished and its duties delegated
to somehody else; in other words, he did
not soggest that his services as a member
of Parliament were not reqmired. In the
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Speech special reference is made to gold
mining. Gold holds a unigue importance in
the world as the hasis of the financial strue-
ture of the greater nations. We are
anchored to the gold basis to-day, and cer-
tainly no better basis has been formulated.
There are some who declare that macaroni
would be just as good as gold to form a
standard of curreney, and I recently heard
somebody, at a public meeting presided over
by Mr, Franklin, declare that a monetary
system should be fashioned to meef the
needs of the people—whatever they might
be—for they conld all be met by a paper
purrency without backing. The Speech fur-
ther refers to elections. I am going to ask
the Leader of the House, the one request
I have to make of him, that he satisfy my
curiosity as to what is meant by giving con-
sideration to measures dealing with elec-
tions. I should like to know whether that
means an amendment of the Electoral Aect
to provide for alterations in the boundaries
of the Council or of the Assembly, or to
provide for a redistribution of seats all
vound. Those matters are all of the utmost
importance to members, and it is rather
vagne to say in the Speech that something
may be done under the heading of elec-
tions. I thought after hearing Mr. Gray
last night that it might be intended to
clavify the question of who are eligible to
enrol as electors for the Counecil. For
there is much ambiguity existing as to who
reatly ave eligible, notwithstanding that we
bave a Constitution which is belicved to
indicate, the qualifications for ‘emrolment.
The revelations made hy Mr. Gray clearly
suggest a conflict of opinion between the
Legislature and the officers of the Eleetoral
Department as to who is qualified to be en-
rolled. The burden of Mr. Gray’s trouble
waz that the Eleetoral Department refused
to enrol certain applicants. My trouble at
my election was that the department per-
sisted in envolling persons not qualified,
and through the masterly inaecitivity of the
department I was unable to get the names
of those persons taken off the roll.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Then you support the
complaint,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Yes, but in the
opposite direction.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: We may vet have a
select committee to consider these questions.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. 1. HARRIS: Yes, it is pos-
sible. Aeccording to what I have heard re-
garding the Metropolitan-Suburban Pro-
vince, there are thousands of people whe
would elude the Electoral Department even
it the department bad 100 constables at
their disposal to go round and check them
all off. The first trouble I had in my pro-
vince was that the department definitely
refused to accept an enrolment claim for
a person as a householder unless he had
also a eclaim for inclusion in the Assembly
roll. Personally I did not think they could
insist upon that, but in order to help them
and save the electors from being prosecuted
by the department, for being on the Coun-
¢il roll but not on the Assembly roll, I took
the preeaution to go over it all again and
put in cards for the Assembly. But whilst
I did that, my opponents did not comply
with the request, and as a result there is

a number of people on the Coun-
cil roll as householders who are not
on the Assembly roll, although

enrolment for that Homse is obligatory.
Apparently it does not matter whether a
man is of the specified age, whether he is
naturalised, whether he has applied as a free-
holder for land which is not frechold or has
not Dbeen alienated from the Crown, or
whether those who claim enrolment as house-
holders have illegally occupied Crown lands.
It was my intention to offer severe criticism
supported by faets in a protest against cer-
tain things which happened during the re-
cent North-East Province election. Owing
to the seat in the province being declared
vacant by the unforfunate death of my late
colleague (Mr. Allsop) I decided that if I
made the strictures I intended my action
might be construed into an effort to influence
certain electors at the forthcoming by-
election, I, therefore, reluctantly refrain
for the time being frem saying any-
thing further under that heading. I
hope to bhave an opportunity when
legislation comes forward, as suggested
in the Speech, to ventilate my grievances, I
now wish to deal with the mining industry.
The Speech refers to it as one of the bright-
est features of the State’s development.
After a gradual decline covering many
years, nining companies, some of which were
getting into deep water, determined to grant
tributes. Many people forecast that as being
practically the beginning of the end of the
industry unless new fields and mines were
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located in the big auriferous area. Tributing,
however, became such an important factor
that the Government of the day defermined
to provide that the tributers themselves
should assert their rights to ceriain percent-
ages of the gold won on ihe mine on which
they were tributing. By Section 152 of that
legislation it was provided that the owner
of the treatment plant, whether the mine was
under tribute or not, should also account for
and pay to the tributers not Jess than 50 per
cent. of any premium received by such
owner on the sale of the gold obtained from
the ore treated. The apparent infention of
the legislation was nite nullified by a recent
ruling given in the Supreme Conrt following
certain legal action. The mining companies
now discontinue paying the full 50 per cent.
as provided, and also deduet royalties from
the tributers’ half share of the gold won.
That, I believe, was not the spirit of the
legislation that was passed, but we are bound
by the decision that was given in the court.
By the aid of tributers gold mining has re-
vived considerably. They have played an
important part not only in assisting them-
selves, but by helping very materially to re-
vitalise a declining and depressed industry.
I believe the dispute to which I have referred
is now the subject of negotiations between
the tributers and the company, and as eom-
promise is the spirit of the age, I hope a
satisfactory solution may be reached at an
enrly date. The crushing charges made by
mining companies vary in almost every mine,
in accordanee with the grade of ore freated.
During the debate Mr. Drew referred to
erushing charges at State batteries in his
provinee. Ie said that the man who crushed
rich ore should pay a higher rate than the
man who was crushing low-grade ore. Min-
isters for Mines and members representing
the distriet, in conjunction with tributers
and prospectors, found great difficulty in
framing something that wounld do justice to
all. Mr. Drew’s idea was that some relief
should be afforded to the man who was not
so fortunate as to have rich ore to work. It
frequently happens that in the case of a low-
grade mine a man who is crushing ore regu-
larly, can earn regularly and has an idea
what his prospects are, whereas the man who
may be working a small find, or a small mine
which is very patchy, may toil for 12 months
before getting half a ton of ore to send to
the battery. The reward of the latter at the
end of the period cannot be half as good as
that of the man who has a low-grade mine

from which he is crushing permanently. I
should be interested to know of any new
proposition, but I do not think any more
equitable scheme could be put up than the
one that is in operation to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: That proposition would
be all right if both men were treating an
equal tonnage.

Hon. E. H. ITARRIS: Exactly. The re-
corded production in tons of ore for the year
1029 was (625,400 tons, that being the lowest
sinec 1898, a matter of 32 years. From that
time onwards, 1929, we began slowly to re-
cover. We showed a small increase of 17,000
tons. In 1931, however, the figures jumperd
repidly to 982,163 tons, an inerease of
roughly 337,000 tons, equal to 65 per cent.
Since the industry has got into its stride
and there has been this revival, the inerease
in the erushing amounted to 65 per cent.
With the increased tonnage there is also an
tnerease in the gold yield. Based on the
average for the past eight months of this
year we can assume that it will be inereased
hy three-quarters of a million. It is also of
importance to stress the grade of ore that is
being treated. In 1930 the grade was us
high as 53s. 8d. per ton. In 1931, with an
increase of 65 per eent. in the tonnage, there
is a reduction of 1ls. per ton to 44s 8d.
This reduction is brought about by the in-
creased tonnage milled. I pointed out
before that the cost of treatment was so
tgh that tributers in particular, and som=-
times mining companies, found it unprofit-
able to ernsh ore that went even 10 or 11
dwts. to the ton, and I said it was a erying
shame that such ore should be buried. With
the use of more up-to-date plant we are
hopeful that the grade will steadily come
back, = We remember the appointment of
Mr. Kingsley Thomas as Royal Commis-
sioner to look into the mining industry. He
said the slogan of mining should be “Back
te 7Y% dwts.” If we could get back to that,
the mining industry wounld to a greafer ex-
tent than ever materially assist Western
Australia out of its trouble. Naturally at
the end of 1932 all branches of tbe indunstiy
will exeeed the figures for 1931. Gold pro-
ducers have a distinet advantage over farm-
ers. So soon as a man produces gold thee
is a buyer waiting to take it at a fixed price.
Great Britain went off the gold standard i
September, 1931, Sinee then the exchange
rate has materially swollen the profits of the
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mines. Although these profits are greater,
the dividends show very little increase. [t
stands to the credit of mining companics
generally that the extra profit they have
been making through the exechange rate has
been used to still further develop their
mines, to recondition their plant, and in
some cases to provide entirely new plants.
Up-to-date plants are now established on the
Wiluna mine, the Lake View and Star,
and the Perseverance, and these eompanies
are demonstrating what can be done, It is
only a matter of & few months when we will
have some definite figures to zo by, These
mines should, by that time, have demon-
strated to the outside world that if the
necessary capital is raised for the installa-
tion of new plants, some of the old aban-
doned mines may be the means of further
augmenting the gold values we are now pro-
ucing.

Hon. J. Cornell: Provided the prices hold
up.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: I wonld not ven-
ture an opinion upon that, except to say, as
a layman, that it seems to me if the exchange
rate does not hold up the price of gold prob-
ebly will. Whatever happens will he a
wonderful help not only to the industry but
to the whole State. The ingreased produe-
tion and development that have oeccurrcd
constitute an eloquent tribute to the import-
ance of the incressed price of gold, and
show what will happen under favourable
conditions. Had there not been an increase
in the price of gold, the industry would be
in a very poor way. Companies were unable,
in many instances, to keep down costs, until
they secured a higher price for their gold
which provided inereased profits, established
confidenee, and in some instances furnishe:d
the money necessary for the erection of new
plants.  This has not only stimuolated devel-
opment within the State, but greatly assisted
prospecting, and this in turn bas resulted in
new discoveries being made throughout the
vast auriferons belt that we possess. There
has followed a greater amount of employ-
ment not only for the men who were thers,
but it has helped indirectly to find employ-
ment for many others. The brightest spot
on the Bastern Goldfield, and one which
promises to regein its former prestige as a
gold producer, is the area known as the
Golden Mile. This covers 88 acres in ths
richest part of the Golden Mile, and from
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this smail area practieally £100,000,000
worth of gold bhas heen produced. The com-
panies concerned are now rapidly advaneing
in an effort to preduce yet another £100,000,-
000 worth of gold.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And they will do it,
too.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: The outlook is
very promising and those concerned in the
indnstry are confident that if the price of
gold will held, it will be possible to achieve
that result. I support the motion.

HON, H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.0]:
In speaking to the Address-in-reply I de-
sire to associate myself with others who have
expressed appreeiation of the Message te-
ceived from His Majesty the King on the
centenary of this House, and I also desire to
extend with others congratulations to you,
Sir, on being re-elected to the Presidency,
i position you have filled for a period of six
years with distinetion and with advantage
to the House. Unfortunately this oceasion
is marked even more than others by the seri-
ous loss from death of some of our most
valued members. One or two stood out as
pillars of strength in this Chamber, particu-
Iarty in dealing with problems, and the
vacancies caused will he diffieult to Al
Other members have fallen by the way and
T express my vegref that they should have
lost their seats. At the same time, I trust
that the newly-elected members will fill the
positions with as much distinetion as did
their predecessors. As muech ground has
been covered during the course of the de-
bate, T do not wish to do more than hiefly
refer to one or two questions that have been
raised, because I think, in referring to those
subjects, we should at any rate offer an alter.
native proposal to what has been expressed.
The first question is that of banking and
currency, particularly with regard to the re-
lationship of those questions to the gold
standard. One hon. member made use of the
expression that the economie position was
being strangled by the gold standard. Per-
sonally T held the opinion that what is tak-
ing place as the result of the adheverce to
the gold standard bas demonstrated the
value of that standard. What earthly use
will it be to limit evils by adopting stard-
ards, thus defining the result of following
evil courses. I say that the gold standard
during the present erisis has demonstrated
its value as it was never demonstrated De-
fare,
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Hon. J. Cornell: Out of evil cometh good.

Hon. BH. SEDDON: Out of evil cometh
good, if only from the standpoint that we
are learning from bitter experience lessous
taught in textbooks in regard to which we
thought we were superior, but in regasvd to
which now we find we bave to bow. Right
down the ages Governments have at all times
found themselves in difficulties at various
periods. There were Governments which
were tyrannous, Governments which were
demoeratic and Governmenis whose admin-
istration was similar to our own, but whose
power was greater; but when they attempied
to come up against the natural laws asso-
ciated with gold values they found them-
selves beaten by that whieh, down the ages,
Lad stood as a standard of value. Conse-
quently T say, that if under those conditions
gold maintained its place, what hope have
we of attempting to alter the natural Inws?
Another factor that has had a great deal
to do with onr present trouble is the fall in
prices. In all discussions that have taken
place in this House and in another place
with regard to our economie troubles, suffi-
cient importance has not been attached lo
the correetive effect associated with the free-
dom of trade, and one is justified in saying
that the severity of the depression to-day is
due to artificial interference with prices,
Had only freedom of irade heen allowed to
take its nataral eourse, we should not have
had the tremendous swing that has taken
place in prices. Under the old conditions, in-
dividuals tried to control prices and were
broken; under modern conditions Govern-
ments have tried to control prices. T say
without the slightest hesitation that if Gov-
ernments think they are going to control
prices in the way that individuals have en-
deavoured to do, the result will be that Gov-
ernments will be broken hy the operation
of natural laws, Freedom of trade, in my
opinion, is the only safe way in which prices
can freely operate under demand and ad-
justments be made immediately. There is
another matter whiech I think will help us
out of our diffienlties more than all our dis-
cussions, and that 15 to ‘inculeate in our
people principles of self-help and self-
reliance. In our legislative efforts in the past
20 years these two important virtues have
been pushed info the background. T think
the whole of our activities have been in
the direction of demoralisation. When
we are training people to look to
Governments to help them we are taking
from them one of the greatest ineentives
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1o success; the incentive of self-reliance. De-
moralisation has gone far enough and Gov-
ernments who wish to bring the country
hack to a stability must reverse that policy.
Reference has been made to unemployment,
All [ have to say is that it appears to me
in dealing with that question an ounce of
intelligenge is worth a ton of commisera-
tion. We have had plenty of serious
examples placed before this House, exam-
ples whick unfortunately every bon. mem-
ber is well aware of. The suggestions which
have been offered appear to me fo ignore
the fundamental econdition on which we
can help people, and that is the gquestion of
raising revenue in a way that will not be
injurions to the community generally. Here
again the problem facing us has net been
given any material help from the discus-
sions that bave taken place. My opinion
15 that the only way in which we can assist
to remedy unemployment is to help the man
to help bhimself. The question has been
raised: Are we on the road to recovery?
I lave heard expressions in this House
and huve read what has been said in an-
other place, and in both it has been denied
that we are making any progress towards
recovery. I wish to vepeat what I said
previously, that there are distinet signs of
recovery, though perhaps those signs are
dimly discernible,

Hon. K. H. Harris: You want to put
Your spectaeles on to see some of them,

Hon. H. SEDDON: Very well, but I say
definitely that as far as Perth is coneerned,
the position of the retail trade generally is
hetter than it was 12 months ago. I be-
lieve that the favourable trend as far as
bank eclearances are concerned is still con-
tinuing, and we are now three millions bet-
ter off as compared with the same period
of last year. That indicates a greater de-
gree of circulation, and it must necessarily
have provided a considerable amount of in-
¢reased employment. At the same time we
cannot disguise the faci that the road to
recovery will be a long one and it will be
marked by comparatively slow progress.
We have to make up our minds that it will
be a Jong time before we can hope to attain
to the position we occupied three or four
years ago. We are, however, very much
better off in this way, that we are depen-
dent largely on our own resources, instead
of having to be assisted, as before, by over-
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seas horrowing. I understand that we have
made a tremendous advance as far as that
position is concerned. I will go Further and
say that the countries that will recover more
speedily from the effects of the depression
will be the primary producing States, and
Western Australia will be one of the first
in the: Commonwealth to recover, if only he-
caus- of the faet that we are at present
receiving very material assistance from the
measures the Commonwealth Government
have had to take to keep the primary in-
dustries going, We are aware that there
bas heen a great amount of unemployment
in the Eastern States due Lo the manner
in which secondary industries have been
aflected by the depression. To rhat extent,
therefore, our load is considerably lighter.
As far as our Government are concerned,
we have to admit that in spite of the most
determined and sustained efforts on the part
of the Administration, we have not vyet
balanced our ledger. Compare the figures
of this year with those of the previous year,
and we find that the Government have not
been able vet to get control of the posi-
tion.

Hon. J. Cornell: This State has had one
surplus in the last 20 years.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I admit that, and
there is a considerable amount of doubt ex-
pressed in regard fo that one surplus. If
any hon. member will trouble io examine
the accounts, he will find that that surplus
was a visionary one. 1 contend that the
position ean he materially relieved for the
State Government if {he question of the
adjustment of the relationship between
State and Commonwealth is speedily tackled
by the Premiers’ Conference. The spheres
of activity are undefined, and there is a
tremendous amount of overlapping. The
sphere of finance is being overlapped, with
the consequent extra cost to our people.
The State is asked to carry out work which
comes well within ifs funetions but which
should be finarmced from Commonwealth
funds. There is also the vicious position
existing to-day of grants being made to the
State by the Commonwealth. One taxing
authority should not be raising money for
nnother taxing authority to spend. If the
spheres were more eclearly limited, and the
functions of each Government were re-
stricted, the whole of the people would
benefit and this State would be able to carry
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on its work far more efficiently than it is
doing at the present time. Speaking with
regard to the spheves of activity, 1 eongratu-
{ate the State Government on the important
step it has taken in the direction of handing
over certain public works to the local gov-
erning authorities. That is a step in the
right direction. After all, the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewcrage and Drainage, gas
and power are entirely local questions and
should be handled by the local governing
authorities.

Hon. J. Cornell: So should the trams.

Hon., H. SEDDON: Yes.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And the power house
should not be sold privately.

Hon. H, SEDDON: I am quite with the
Government in their proposal to hand over
the water supply, sewerage and drainage to
the local anthorities, but I cannot understand
why they have seen fit to go outside the State
with a proposal to dispoese of the power
house. The people meost direetly concerned
with the activities of the power homse are
those in the metropolitan area, and the first
line taken by the Government should have
been to approach the local anthorities to take
over the power house, the activities of which
are restricted to the metropolitan area,

Hon. B. 1. Gray: It is a bait to the Em-
ployers’ Federation.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not propose to
cast any reflections on the Government, or
to suggest that it is a bait to anyome. It
appears to me that the logical line would be
to follow the step taken regarding the water
supply and make overtures to the loeal
authorities to take over the power supply. I
contend that in many respeets, owing to the
overlapping of finance and the work that has
devolved upon the State, we can only
describe the position of the State Govern-
ment in handling such guestions as unem-
ployment and welfare as one of trying to
make bricks without straw. There is scope
for economy awaiting the econference of
Premiers if they will only limit and define
the spheres in which the Federal and
State taxing authorities shall operate. It
has been stated in this House that there
are too many members of Parliament.
I do not hold that view. For anyone whe
has any idea of the magnitude of this State
to contend that there are too many members
shows that he does not appreciate the tre-
mendous problems awaiting solution and
needing attention throughout the length and
breadth of the country., References have
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been made to the North. The North consti-
tutes a State entirely with its own problems
and with its own resources. The administra-
tion of such a tremendous area from this
centre cannot be as effectively carried out
as it would be by a local governing authority
who knew the problems firsthand and were
prepaved to grapple with them. Regarding
the conferences of Premiers, the guestion of
finance appears to be particularly to the ad-
vantage of the State Premiers. The con-
ference consisis of a meeting of Premiers of
the States and representatives of the Fed-
eral Government, and surely the number re-
presenting the States should have a tremen-
dous advantage in"being able to force the
position and get the whole question of over-
lapping and finance cleared up. There never
wag a time when it was more urgent, or when
it would be more heneficial to the taxpayers
than the present. The burden of taxation
is overwhelming, first beeause of overlap-
ping, secondly because of its distribution, and
thirdly beeause so many people think they
are eseaping taxation becanse they do not
pav directly, though as a matter of fact
they are paying dearly indirectly. The Gov-
ernment’s proposal for a special tax of so
much in the pound collected at the source
is a step in the right direetion.

Hlon. G. Fraser: Irrespective of the yearly
lotal,

Hon. B SEDDON: By proposing a tax
of so much in the pound, the Government are
adopting the simplest and fairest method of
graduation, and they will be getting taxa-
tion from many men who in the past have
escaped tazation. A considerable number of
easual workers have not borne their fair
share of the responsibilities of citizenship in
the way of paying taxation.

Hon. G. Fraser: You would tax a man
who received £50 a year.

Hon. H. SEDDON: If I read the pro-
posal aright, it is intended that the new
tax shall not apply to anyone receiving less
than £100 a vear.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Everyone should pay
something.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I say, as I have said
in the past, that everybody who is earning
income should pay some taxation. Only
by adopting that prineiple can we get people
to recognise their responsibility. They shonld
pay for the benefits they receive. The num-
ber of free services provided by the State—
free in the sense that no direet charge is
made for them: the charge is made on gen-
eral taxation—
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Hon. J. Cornell: Free services have
largely landed us in our present position,

Hon. H. SEDDON : The free services pro-
vided by the State benefit all sections of the
community, and the earning citizen should
be prepared io bear bis fair share of the
expenditure. I have oniy to mention police,
hospitals, asylums, education, heslth and
medical services, to indicate the extent of onr
free services to the whole community, and
the whole of the earning commnunity in the
State should be prepared to pay some little
sum towards their maintenance. Conse-
quently, I eonsider that the Government are
entirely on the right traeck in proposing the
new tax.

Hon, G. W. Miles: The only thing is they
are two years lvo late.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Activities of the Gov-
ernment such as transport, water supply,
roads and harbours should he made to pay
for themselves. Any step taken to that end
will have my hearty suppert. 1 wish to
refer to some of the advantages that have
accrued from the depression. The disadvan-
tages are with us all the time, but there are
material advantages, some of which are only
just beginning to be felt, while cthers have
made themselves abviously apparent.

Hon, J. Cornell: Crossword puzzles have
arrived during the depression,

Hon. H, SEDDON: When I realise the
extent to which that form of gambling has
grown, I ask is it rob rather a symptom of
the depression? So many people can see
absolutely no possible way of eseaping fromn
the intolerable conditions in which they find
themselves that they are prepared to take
advantage of any desperate expedient that
they think will give them a chance.

Member: That iz a good explanation.

Hon. H, SEDDON: 1'nfortunately, gam-
bling has heen a feature of the Australian
charaeter for many years, and its evil effects
have been intensified by the severity with
which the depression has hit many of our
people. The first advantage of the depres-
sion to make ifself felt was that owing to
cur inability to import so many goods from
oveiseas, opportunities have heen created
for commereial enterprise to enter upen
fields of production that were formerly
more or less clozed to them. Bread-and-
butter lines are showing signs of recovery,
but there is demand for various com-
modities and they present an oppertunity
for investment, and for enterprise to enter
upon profitable production. Although so
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far progress has been comparatively slow,
I think it will increase, and those oppor-
tunities will be taken advantage of as the
volwne of cheap money increases, and as
the people realise the shortages that are
ocenrring. Here we as legislators have an
opportunity. Whenever reference js made
to opportunities of the kind, the reply is,
“Yes, but look at the restrictions and the
impositions placed upon manufacturers in
Australia.” A little time ago I had a con-
versation with the representative of a big
firm from the Old Country, and be made
this sfatement—

There iz any amount of capital in England
available for private enterprise in Awustralia.
There is also a strong sentiment behind that
eapital, and it is prepared to venture inte your
industry, but first of ail we need to he assured
that that eapital will get a fair gpin. We do
not want to find ourselves in the position of
having invested eapital in your industries, only
te have our work indefinitely held up by in-
dustrial troubles.

That statement was made entirely without
prejudice and it was a definite statement of
the attitude of investors overseas. If there
is anything we can do to remove that im-
pression, if there is anything we ean do to
establish a basis of stahilily for employer,
employee and consumer, it will be an im-
portant step towards uot only recovering
our potition but towards progressing once
more. It should be possible for employer,
employee and consumer to come together
and ind some basis of slability, instead of
having, as has so frequently happened in
the past, continual stoppages and disturb-
Ances,

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should bave wages
hoards instead of arbitration,

Hor. H. SEDDON: T cannot agree with
the hon. member that arbitration is an
evil. Those of us who have had experience
of nrbitration realise that with all its faults
it hos some very important advaniages for
the ~weaker sections of wage earners,

Hoo. G. W, Miles: And has Ted to an
increase in the number of strikes.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Unforturately, the
strike was the very thing that arbitration
wns set up to obviate.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Yes, and stjll strikes
have inecreased.

Hoen. H. SEDDON: T consider that the
failure of arbitration has been ihe failare
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of Governments to enforee the penal con-
ditions.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Absolutely failed, just
as in New Zealand.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Much of the econo-
mi¢ trouble now prevailing is due to the
failure of Governments to take the obvious
conrse of aetion, because it wag an unpapu-
lar course. They have been content to drift
along until ealamity has overtaken the coun-
try. Arbitration, however, conatitutes an
important principle and one that I bope
will be preserved and made more workable
than it has proved in the past under our
scheme of economy. All employers are not
slave drivers and all emjployees are not
glackers,

Members: Hear! hear!

Hon. H. SEDDON: All finaneiers are not
grabbers and sharpers. The majority of
them are decent honouralle men. It is the
erook in each class that causes most of the
trouble, If we are prepared to drop feel-
ings of distrust, class consciousness and
hatred and try to get the decent men to
come together and inspire confidence in the
diseussions and deeisions, this country will
be very much better off than it is to-day
and there will be much less unemployment,
That is the only basis upon which men e¢an
get fogether and work together. Xindness
and firmness are supposed to be the best
methods of administration, and with these
two conjoned we cannot go far wrong. 1
wish Dbriefly to refer to gold mining
because it is important from the point of
view of the remarkable recovery it has made
as well as for its bearing on the welfare of
thke State. Five years ago, when the sub-
ject of gald mining was broached, the atti-
tude adopted by most people was that of
being about to attend a funeral, Yet in that
brief space of time we have witnessed a
wonderful resurrection, The only diseour-
aging feature is that the revival has not been
more widely extended, but I think it will be
only a matter of time before money is made
available for the industry and to that extent
the BState will materially benefit. Let me
refer o a few features that are not generally
appreeiated.  The genesis of the eastern
goldfields was the prospector who discovered
the gold. Prospectors travelled thonsands
of miles over the country. For many years
they were covering the face of those gold-
fields of ours, and recent experience has
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demenstrated to us that they did their work
pretty well; for, although at present there
are more men in the bush than have heen
there for the past 25 years, the number of
new disecoveries is comparatively small, anl
the number of discoveries of any magnitude
i¥ practieally nil. When we remember that
of the men who are in the bush some 630 are
out on snstenance, we must realise that those
men are doing their best to make discoveries,
if only in order to relieve their own unfor-
tunate position. Prospecting to-day is un-
doubtedly a job for the trained man. As T
say, the more obvious outerops have been
discovered, and it is only by the application
of science through trained men that we can
hope for any material additions to our
known gold deposits. In this respect T wish
to make a brief reference to the work whieh
has been done by the Geological Survey
Department. Any member interested in a
goldfield who goes down to the Geological
Survey office will find that some work has
been done by the staff in  connection
with that field. 1 may add that a material
factor in the rejuvenation of the Kalgoorlie
fleld was the work done in relation to the
Stillwell report. Any hon. member who has
had the opportunity of reading that report
and particularly of studying the plans pre-
pared in connection with it—a report and
plans whieh for the first time visnalise the
Golden Mile as a unit instead of as a series
of separate compartments—will realise th:
tremendons henefit which accrmed to the
Kalgoorlie field as the result of that investi-
gation. :

Hon. Bir Charles Nathan: Thanks to the
Federal Government.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Thanks entirely to
the Federal Government. In no small de-
gree is the recovery of the Golden Mile due
to the work done on that oceasion. Un-
fortunately, the average prospector has not
too high an opinion of the geologist. The
average prospector says, “I go out and
make a gold discoverv, and then the
geologist comes after me and savs
that this is just the kind of country
in which one might expect to get gold. The
probabilities are that although wvou have
been fortunate in finding gold, the seientific
indications, aceording to the geologist, are
that the gold will cut out at a shallow depth;
and so vou go further” But that kind of
geology is becoming more and more a thing
of the past, and those who have had the
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opportunity of seeing the way in which
geology has been applied first of all to the
Golden Mile and secondly to Wiluna, and
the important steps which were taken as the
result of geologieal surveys and intensive
geological work in those two fields, will ap-
preciate the importance of geology in con-
neckion with goldmining. May I say that
the superficial work eonnected with geologi-
cal surveys has already heen acecomplished,
and that the sphere which to-day awaits ex-
ploitation is the intensive work associated
with scientific prospeeting, work which in-
volves sustained research and co-ordination,
as well as tabulation of results. The whole
of this work is work which c¢an be under-
taken only by trained men; and our tronble
is, first of all, Lo find the Lrained men Lo send
ouf, and, secondly, to get them out. May 1
Just give a little illustration of the appliea-
tion of science to a small mine. Some years
ago the Great Vietoria mine, which was work-

‘ing in South Yilgarn, found itself in serious

trouble; but for two years it was able to
keep going, and to find sufficient ore, becanse
of the policy adopted by the management.
There was found to be a considerable quan-
tity of zold-bearing gravel near the mine.
Althongh all the gravel carried gold to =
certain extent, the values were most erratic.
Thanks to the poliey adepted by the mine
management, some hundreds of assays were
taken every month; and as the resuit of that
assay-survey the mine was able to keep
going, and to pay expenses, for two years,
by ntilising the gravel. Had the company
owning the mine been in a stronger posi-
tion and therefore able to undertake further
exploratory work, I am satisfied that those
methods would have resulted in the mine
being operated to-day, and probably quite
suecessfully.  Unfortunately, however, the
mine was being operated when gold was at
the standard price. In that area there are
literally millions of tons of ore which is too
low-grade to mine under ordinary conditions
of price, but which a company in operation
at the present price would have been able to
mine profitably. Scientific prospecting nat-
urally demands funds. There is a source of
funds which has been available for many
vears, but unfortunately a source which has
been prostituted from the standpoint of di-
verting the money raised for it into unpro-
duoctive channels. The source I refer to is
the Adelaide mining companies. Those com-
panies are really too small to be regarded as
mining eompanies in the ordinary sense of
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the term, but they ean distinetly be regarded
as prospecting companies. I eontend that if
the funds raised by those companics were
expended under wise supervision, and if the
greater proportion of those funds were ex-
pended in seriously investigating prospecting
shows put up to the companies, the c¢ondi-
tion of our goldmining industry would be
far better than it is to-day. But, as far as
1 see, the funds are simply used for the pur-
pose of stock-market rigging, and for the
purpose of paying fat directors in Adelaide,
while the interests of the shaveholders are
entirely secondary to those two operations.
Again and again we find an instance of a
company going practically to abandonment,
and then, as the result of a smart bit of work
on the part of the controllers of the com-
pany, being brought to life again, so that a
few people are induced to put money into
it. Calls are made; and after it is all over
we lind that the mine has merely been used
for market purposes, and that the practical
development work done is negligible. Tt
would he interesting indeed to take the bal-
ance sheets of some of tliose companies and
observe the amount of money spent in
mining operations and the amount of money
that went in officc and overhead expenses.
There is rvem for legislation to restrain the
activities of such people, and to insist that
when monev is raised for the purpose of
developing shows in Western Australia, a
definite percentage of that money shall
be spent in legitimate mining work. Now
I wish to vefer to another interesting
development that has oeeurred in Kal-
goorlie in connection with mining, Some
three or four wvears ago the number
of sindents attending our Sechool of Mines
had dwindled considerably, and only one
section of the school was really active—the
engineering section, The present position
is that the enrolment has trebled, and the diffi-
eulty now is te be able to afford the neces-
sary instruction to all those desirous of re-
ceiving it. There are two reasons for that
change. The first is, of course, the revival
-of goldmining and the recognition by our
voung men of the necessity for geiting a
technical education in order to qualify them-
selves for advancement in that industry.
The second reason, and a highly important
reason, is the attitude of mine managements
towards School of Mines studeats. That is
particularly marked in at least two of the
mines, which make it their prineiple to give
preference of employment to young men
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studying at our School of Mines and ot our
University. That priuciple bhas operated
very considerably of resent months, to the
entire benefit of the students, and, I con-
tend, also to the materiul advantage of the
mine managements. It may interest hon.
mentbers to know that the man regarded as
the champion machine driller on one mine
is a man who, three months before he took
on mine drilling work, was a bank elerk.
Another man, who for some months had
been working in the Customs House, was
found fo be also o mest capable driller,
after a few weeks' tuition and a few weeks
of control. Hon. members will therefore
appreciate that a material change is taking
place in the personnel of the men working
on our mines. As the result of the vigor-
ous adoption of scientific measures, not only
arc costs being lowered, but the output is
being vastly inereased. 1 do not wish to
pass from the subject +f goldmining with-
out paying a tribute to the work which has
been done by the Research Laboratory asso-
ciated with the School of Mines, That
laboratory has been in operation now for
three or four years. The workers there have
been engaged on special research work, and
a great deal of pioneering and of research
work in connection with the treatment of
Wiluna ore was carried out at the School of
Mines laboratory. A few years ago the
suggestion of applying the prineiple of flota-
tion to goldmining ores was made, and was
vigorously scouted as heing entirely im-
practicable and impossitle of application,
As » result of the study work undertaken
by the Ilesearch Laboratory and the pra-
pagauda they were thus enabled to make
available, the question was seriously taken
up on the mines. To-day the biggest mine
on the Golden Mile employs flotation as
part of its ordinary everyday practice, with
the resuli that instead of, as five years ago,
every ton of ore treated having to pass
through the furnace, the quantity of ore
now being roasted on this mine is only saven
per cent. Another highly important fea-
ture is that whereas formerly it was neces-
sary to use a considerable amount of fuel
to roast the ore, thanks to the concen-
tration of the sulphides in the coneentrates
the ore is praetically  scif-roasting.
Here again, considerable economy
has been effected in ntilisation of fuel.
The application of the flotation process to
gold mining has been the subject of research
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work in the laboratory, and 1 was most in-
terested to read in a scientific paper pub-
lished in Melbourne a little while ago, that,
as a result of those experiments, it had been
determined at the laboratory that it was pos-
sible to separate telluride ore from the
ordinary sulphides, whereas formerly they
had to be treated together. Now it is pos-
sible, by an extension of the process of flota-
tion, to depress the sulphide and concentrate
the telluride. The importance of that dis-
covery lies in the fact that it is possible to
treat so-called sulphide ore by straight
cyanidisation so that there is no necessily
to roast it, or adopt any special process in
dealing with it. Consequently, as telluride
represents only a small propertion of the
total ore body—under one per cent.—instead
of the necessity to roast 7 per cent., it will
be possible, by an extension of the flotation
process, to separate the ores and allow the
telluride to be treated by itself. That dis-
covery was made by the man in charge of
the research laboratory of the Sechool of
Mines at Kalgoorlie, and toe much credit
cannot be given to him and to his staff for
the beneficial work they have carried out in
the intevests of ihe gold mining industry.
The guestion of gold mining to-day has be-
come one of large scale operations. It de-
mands much eapital and highly trained tech-
nical supervision and control, for which
purposes it s necessary to secure the ser-
vices of the most skilful direction available.
Under sueh conditions, the future of the
gold mining industry in Western Australia
is entirely associated with our ahility to in-
duce capital to enter the State. The more we
can make conditions faveurable and attrae-
tive for overseas eapital to be invested in
gold mwining enterprises here, the beiter it
will be for the State, and the quicker shall
we be able to deal with the problem of un-
employment. The gold mining induséry fur-
nishes the quickest way by which men can
be placed in employment, By promoting the
industry, the more quickly will the State. as
a whole, benefit by the production of new
wealth. There are certain difficulties asso-
ciated with mining, and the most important
13 that relating to miners' phthisis. The
Government are pressing in the right diree-
tion in the operations of the health labora-
tory at Kalgoorlie. The authorities there
are eXercising most rigorons examinations
and only people entirely healthy are allowed
to enter the industry or secure work on the
mines. More important still, however, is the
work that is being carried out in connection
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with ventilation. For their work in that
regard, every member should give the fullest
support te the Government, because that
phase of mining represents a vital factor in
presetving the health of the men in the
mines. If the ventilation provisions are en-
forced and the system is improved, mining
should rapidly become just as healthy an
occupation as that followed by workers in
other parts of the State. If that is accom-
plished, it will be all to the good. I am
pleased to noie from the Speech delivered by
the Lieut.-Governor, that legislation is to be
introduced dealing with the vexed question
of workers’ compensation and its application
to men suffering from migers’ phthisis. Such
legislation is long overdue, and I am pleased
to note that the present Minister for Mines
has not hesitated to tackle what is a very
delicate and strenuous task. The whole posi-
tion must be revised. Much improvement
must be effected in the way we are handling
the position, and I welecome the Govern-
meni’s proposals and shall give fullest con-
sideration to legislation placed hefore us,
I do not wish to close my remarks before
making reference to what I regard as the
third great battle for human liberty. I
refer fo the economic war that is in pro-
gress now. One of the most severe effects
is to be seen in the depression of to-day. 1
must confess I have found very little appre-
ciation of the underlying principles that
make for recovery, in the speeches I have
heard from the Labour benches in dealing
with this important question. There has
been much talk about the matter, but I find
that any remedies proposed can be boiled
down to suggestions for the benefit of some
at the expense of the rest of the community.
Whatever progress is made towards econ-
omie reeovery will not be on the basis of
robbery. We are told that the Government
shonld do this, that and the other thing.
Labour members have contended that the
conditions under which the unemployed
have been placed in work should bde
waterially improved. I quite agree with
that contention. On the other hand, I want
to know what sound proposals they have ad-
vanced to finance the position and overcome
diffienlties associated with the financing of
vnemployment relief under existing econdi-
tions. A whole volume might be eompiled
of soggestions and theories by which the
social conditions of the workers may be im-
proved, bui there are very few instances of
any of those proposals having proved prae-
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tical successes. Oune important field of ad-
vancement in particular regarding the social
improvement of the conditions of the workers
has proved a disastrous failure. The Aus-
tralian working man has definitely demon-
strated that he is incapable of successfully
achieving social improvements in a field that
in England represents an important activity
of the labour section of the eommunity, I
refer to the fleld of co-operation. When we
realise the magnitude of the Wholesale Co-
operative Society in England and contrast
that organisation with the miserable results
shown in Australiz in the field of eo-opera-
tive effort, members will agree with me when
I say that the Australian worker has provel
himself utterly ineapable of handling that
most important field of social labour imi-
provement. Having demonstrated that fact,
no wonder the general public look with
suspicion upon any proposals Labour may
make for the benefit of humanity, It is zlsu
remarkable when one follows the Press cou-
troversies and published speeches on the
question of unemployment, to find prae-
tically no reference from the Labour sidz
of polities, to the most important economic
conference that has taken place during the
last 100 years. I refer to the Amsterdam
eonferenee that was held in August, 1931, to
discuss world economic planning. The sub-
Jjeets disenssed were such as would lead any
earnest Labour supporter to make every
effort to seeure the latest information re.
garding the proeceedings of that eonference.
Notwithstanding that fact, hardly any refer-
ence has been made to the work of the con-
ference, which can be regarded as establish-
ing the foundation for the creation of an
economie structure on sound lines. Therefore
I say that the Lahour Party has shown itself
absolutely negligent of its duties as the so-
ealled guardian of the working classes. With
reference to the economic position generally,
some time ago a member of the State Arbi-
tration Court here made stringent references
to fixing a minimum wage on what he ealled
a “fodder basis.” Those who have studied
present-day conditions cannot fail to agree
with what that gentleman stated. Unless w2
approach the question of a standard of liv-
ing from n higher plane than that which he
irdieated, we shall merely prepare the way
for failure. On the other hand, we should
endeavour to work with the idea of estab-
lishing a constantly improving standard of
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living for our people. There has heen much
talk since the eommencement of the depres-
sion about the release of credit, but when
one examines the proposal, it is found to
resolve itself into a question involving, more
or less, inflation, or, at any rate, into pre-
posals equally unsound. We bave had no
suggestion for national wealth conservation
or national saving. I consider that if we
are to place the economie system on a sound
basis, it ean be only by pursuing our aetivi-
ties along those lines. Instead of talking
about the release of national ecredit, we
should give greater consideration to national
wealth conservalion and the provision of
national reserves. We would gain more hy
that line of action than in steadily inereasing
our national responsibilities by further boe-
rowing. I shall deal briefly with old-age
pensions and unemployment relief, because
I econtend they are intimately associated ono
with the other. I reiterate a statement [
made formerly that I consider provision fer
both pensions and relief is a matter for Fed-
eral aetion. The unemployment position has
been brought about to a large cxtent by the
Tederal policy with reference to the tariff,
but the provision of pensions is entirely a
responsibility of the Tederal Government.
There again a large number of people are
being forced to apply for old-age pensions
because they have become destitute owing
to the effects of the depression. Our legisla-
tion for the past 30 years has been in the
direction of penalising the thrifty and bene-
fiting the wasteful. That is illustrated in
the way we have dealt with old-age pen-
sions and unemployment relief. A large
rumber of thrifty working people, in en-
deavouring to find employment for their
savings, decided to invest in cottage pro-
perty with a view to providing for their old
age. Many of them looked forward to the
time when, in their old age, they would
secure the benefit of their investwent. What
do we find to-day? Governments have passed
legislation that has had the effect of throw.-
ing the burden of providing for people who
are destitute and out of employment, on
to the shonlders of those very people who
have heen thrifty and bave endeavoured to
make provision for the future. There are
numerous instances of people baving in-
vested their savings in property who are
prevented to-day from drawing any in-
eome from their investment because the per-
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sons occupying their premises are also vic-
tims of unemployment asad are therefore un-
able to pay their rents. FPeople who own
property are deprived of assistance when
they seek to secure a pension. They are
told that as they own property, they have
forfeited the right to a pension. They are
also deprived of the right to sustenance
work or to relief from the Government from
unemploymeni funds. Owing to these re-
strictions, we find that thrifty people are
penalised and the improvident benefited.

Hon. G. Fraser: They eannot get work
nor can they get assistance for their fam-
ilies.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN: The whole thing is
entirely wrong, and we must approach the
problem from anmother augle. There should
be esiablished a national wealth reserve, and
I make the suggestion that we should ex-
plore the possibilities of establishing a
national superannuation scheme instead of
continuing with the system of old-age pen-
sions, If hon. members visit the office of
any insurance company, they will be able
to secure a table indicating sums for which
an individuval can proecvre an annuity. I
have a eopy of such a table, and I find
that for £100, a man aged 865 can secure
an income of £2 13s. 1d. per quarter, where-
as a woman, aged 60 yvears, can, for the
same expenditure, secure a quarterly income
of £2 0s. 5d. To convert that into a sum
easily appreciated: For £1,150 an annuity
amounting to £1 each for a man and his
wife can be provided. For the average
worker to find £1,150 would be perhaps im-
possible, But as a raatter of fact if that
man is asked to contribate annunally a cer-
tain comparatively small sum from his earli-
est working days, there is no reason why
he should not be able to provide that sumn
in order to get an annuity for himself and
his wife. To give an illusiration: If we
required every worker hetween the ages of
20 and 65 to contribute £10 per annum, or
3s. 114, per week, that sum would provide
an annuity of £1 per head for the man
and Dbis wife. I have taken as my unit a
mearried man,

Hon. G. Fraser: He ‘would have a pretty
chance of contributing 3s. 11d. per week on
present wages.

Hon. H. SEDDON: We are spending a
tremendous amount annunally in certain
social services. Among them, old age and
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invalid pensions for the year ended June,
1932, cost the Commonwealth over £11,000,-
000, while unemployment relief also has
cost over £11,000,000, charity and health
£5,000,000 and family (ndowment £2,000,-
000. Under this proposed scheme the whole
question of superannuation can be pro-
vided for, the question of sustenance for
the widow of a man who dies can he pro-
vided for, and also sustznance for children
up to the age of 14 of a man who has gdied
can be provided for.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is quite a wonder-
ful proposition.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Members can check
the caleulation if they like. Tt is al] there,
for the money is compounded at 4 per cent.
per annum, and when the pensions are heing
paid the compounding is still going on.

Hon. G. Fraser: But how can & man on
the basie wage pay 3s. 11d. per weck?

Hon, G. W. Miles: Let him drink Jess
beer.

Hon. G. Fraser: He cannot afford beer
as it is.

Hon. H., SEDDON: The scheme involves
every person, whether employed or not,
finding his £10. Tf he is in employment
it is not unuswal for him to he paying
out the equivalent of £10 per annum to
socinl activitics. 8o any man who jibs at
the idea of finding 4s. per week out of
his wages is simply standing in his own
light. Thrifty pecple have set aside much
more than that in order to provide for
Ltheir future.

Hon. G. Fraser: But you are asking a
man to do something that for him is guite
impossibie.

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, this scheme
provides an anunnal sum from the collection
of contributions. Tt will provide unemploy-
ment relief on a very much bigger seale
than is attempted at present. A man will
be able to go on working on unemployment
relief and getting sustenance, and continue
te work until he has cut out his £10 in
work. And by the time the scheme is fully
established it will be possible for a man to
work the whole 12 months and be credited
with the benefit of his work and, if he so
desires, to arrange for his retiring allow-
ance long bhefore he is 65 years of age.
It would definitely relieve this country from
an enormous hurden of taxation and would
provide a scheme of national wealth avail-
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able for national purpeses. And this
scheme can be aceomplished by a small

weekly contribution which ean he taken into
consideration when the arbitration wage is
being fixed. I do not contend that this is
the only way in which to create a national
wealth reserve, but T am putting it forward
as one means well worthy of exploration.
Hon, G. Fraser: These schemes are all
right for a man in a sheltered position.

Hon. . SEDDON: The scheme would
make provision for a ecasual worker to go
on relief work as soon as he got out of a
Job.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He cannot go on relief
work now as soon as he gets out of a job.

Hon, H. SEDDOXN: No, but he could
under the scheme. After the scheme has
heen in operation for 12 months, a man 64
years of age hecomes entitled to a pension
at 65 years. Under existing conditions he
must be impoverished before reeeiving re-
lief, but under the seheme he would get his
small pension even if not impoverished.
The scheme will give him a pension for
himself and his wife at the rate of 8s. each
per annum. It is not much, but it will be
increasing at the rate of 8s. each per annum
for the first five years, whilst for the next
five years the rate of increase will be 9s.
each, and at the end of 15 years it will be
increasing at the rate of 15s. per annum.
Meanwhile, the Government are being stead-
ily relieved of expenditure on pensions, be.
cause every man on a pension has heen
making his eontribution, while every man not
entitled to a pension will have a gradually
increasing amount to draw. Further, after
two years’ contribution any woman unfor-
tunate enough to lose her hushand will be
entitled to some pension if she is over 40
years of age, a pension increasing at the
rate of 8s, per annum. And after three
years any woman who loses her hushand
will be able to draw a pension at the same
rate and have it increasing at the same rate.
Members will appreciate that while it is
not a very big pension, it is a step in the
right direction and assures a man of a re-
turn from the money he has paid in,

Hon. J. Nicholson: And with all the ac-
cumulation of interest.

Hon. H, SEDDON: This is so. 1
have not taken into ealeulation funds from
deaths at younger ages, but I remind mem-
bers that gradually the Government would

[COUNCIL.)

be relieved of their responsibility to pay
pensions, and gradunally the community
would arrive at a hasis where every man
would be able to look forward to a pro-
vision which he had made himself and to
which therefore he was fully entitled. Fur-
thermore, the Governments would have a
fund available for the ecarrying out of pub-
lic works, a steadily inereasing fund, with-
out resorting to the expedient of borrow-
ing and so plunging the country farther
and farther into debt. 1t appears to me
this is the line we shall have to take if
we are going to put pensions on a
stable basis, We shall have to find, out
of our own thrift, n national wealth re-
serve, and we ¢an only do it by a scheme
under which every person in the community
will be contributing to the relief of his old
age. It is the only way T can see to get us
out of the economic morass we have got
into. The ides is worth pursuing by the
State authorities because it will relieve the
charges on them considerably, and will also
materially help Governments to halance
their budgets and to create in the community
a spirit of thrift which in turn will ereate a
spirit of cheerfulness which is not in evidence
at present. In conclusion, I hope we shall
have something in the nature of encourage-
ment of thrift, instead of the penalising of
thrift which has heen characteristic of Gov-
ernment policies throughout the length and
breadth of the Commonwealth. I will sap-
port the motion.

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—MAIN ROADS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.



